of a few days, and that immediate action should be taken, was
expressed by General Barrow, Military Secretary to the Secre-
tary of State for India, in an appreciation of the situation,
dated September 26th, in which he declared that troops should
be sent at once to the Shatt al-'Arab and landed on Persian soil,
'ostensibly to protect the oil installation, but in reality to notify
the Turks we mean business and to the Arabs we are ready to
support them.'1
On the basis of this appreciation, Lord Crewe, the Secretary
of State for India, with the concurrence of Lord Kitchener,
warned the Viceroy on the same day: 'Situation as regards
Turkey most menacing and it may be necessary to demonstrate
at the head of the Gulf.3 He further indicated that a secret ex-
pedition to Abadan was probable. On October 2nd, with Cabinet
approval, the diversion of an infantry brigade, two mountain
batteries, a company of sappers, and necessary medical and
transport units was ordered to Abadan. In secret instructions
it was stated that the whole of the 6th Division would follow as
quickly as possible in the event of hostilities with Turkey.tt The
destination was later changed to Bahrain, where the expedition
was to await further orders, in deference to the continued pro-
tests of the Viceroy and of the Government of India.3
The necessity of safeguarding Persian oil supplies for British
consumption has been the usual reason given for the consent of
H.M. Government to the dispatch of the expeditionary force to
Basra,4 but it was rather the reason which kept the expedition-
ary force in Turkish Arabia, than that which originally sent it
there. Whatever part Persian oil eventually played in 'floating
the Allies to victory on a wave of oiP, to recall Lord Curzon's
famous remark,5 there appears to be little evidence to indicate
that the necessity of its protection occupied so great a part in
1 O.H., Vol. i, pp. 86 ff.	2 Ibid., p. 99.
3 Government of India to Secretary of State (hereafter S/S) for India, O.H,,
Vol. i, pp 93 if. Viceroy of India to S/S for India, ibid., pp. 93 ff.
*<Parl. Debates, H. of L,, £th Series, Vol. xl (1920), p. 887.
5 Speech made to the Inter-Allied Petroleum Council, November 2ist> 1918*
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